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JAPAN. 



Sir 



Report of infectious diseases in Japan. 

Yokohama, September 4, 1896. 
I have the honor to forward a report of infectious diseases in 



Japan for period from August 21 to September 4, inclusive. I beg to 
call your attention to the magnitude and widespread prevalence of the 
epidemic of dysentery now in progress. The native authorities are 
enforcing, in regard to this disease, the regulations for the control of 
cholera, and with some measure of success. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
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MEXICO. 

Sanitary measures in force in Mexico. 

[Extract from message of President of Mexico, opening of Congress, September 16, 

1896.] 

Although Mexico has no direct communication or traffic with Egypt, where the Asiatic 
cholera prevails to an alarming extent, the Executive has taken suitable precautions to 
obviate even the remote contingency of our country being invaded by that epidemic 
through foreign ships touching at Egyptian ports. " ' 

The sanitary conditions of the capital have not changed materially. Comparing the 
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mortality of the first half of 1895 with the corresponding period of the present year, it 
appears that the comparison is unfavorable to the latter. But the increase has been 
slight, and the same may be said of the cases of mortality from typhus. This disease 
has not appeared in the epidemic form since 1893, although several cases occurred in the 
municipal prison in the month of July last. But as care was taken immediately to 
remove the patients to the Juarez Hospital, and as all the departments of the prison were 
carefully disinfected, the disease was successfully stamped out. 

With the view of diminishing the number of smallpox cases amongst foreigners resid- 
ing in our country, it was decided to publish, at the suggestion of the superior board 
of health, an advertisement in the Diario Oficial, inviting the natives of other countries 
to be vaccinated or revaccinated. It was also decided to distribute a printed warning 
to the same effect in several languages, among foreigners arriving at the ports or frontier 
towns of the Republic. 

Considering that the numerous hovels used as dwelling places in certain portions of 
the city were unfit for that purpose, and did not satisfy the requirements of the sanitary 
code, the government of the district was instructed to order the removal and destruction 
of said hovels. 

The general regulations for abattoirs in the federal district and territories, under 
article 241 of the sanitary code, have been issued. 

The service of disinfection is being performed with entire regularity, and certain 
alterations have been made in the building where the steam disinfector is situated. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Cuba — Manzanillo. — Two weeks ended September 15, 1896. Estimated 
population, 14,000. Total deaths, 35, including yellow fever, 3, and 
enteric fever. 1. 

France — Ttovbaix. — Month of August, 1896. Estimated population, 
125,000. Total deaths, 236, including 1 from whooping cough. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns of England and Wales during the week ended September 12, 
correspond to an annual rate of 15.8 a thousand of the aggregate popula- 
tion, which is estimated at 10,846,971. The highest rate was recorded 
in Liverpool, viz, 23.1, and the lowest in Derby, viz, 8.7 a thousand. 

London. — One thousand two hundred and fifty-one deaths were regis- 
tered during the week, including measles, 12; scarlet fever, 18; 
diphtheria, 48; whooping cough, 31; enteric fever, 14, and diarrhea 
and dysentery, 61. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual 
rate of 14. 8 a thousand. In greater London 1, 644 deaths were registered, 
corresponding to an annual rate of 13.9 a thousand of the population; 
In the "outer ring" the deaths included 10 from diphtheria, 5 from 
measles, and 5 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended September 12 in the 16 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 21.1 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Wexford, viz, 0.0, and the highest in Armagh, 
viz, 28.0 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 146 deaths were registered, 
including scarlet fever, 2 ; enteric fever, 5 ; whooping cough, 6. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended September 12 correspond to an annual rate of 15.9 a thousand of 
the population, which is estimated at 1,518,347. The lowest mortality 
was recorded in Paisley, viz, 12.8, and the highest in Perth, viz, 20.5 a 
thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 



